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Creswell, who has been superintendent
in Ventura for about 16 months, was an
associate superintendent in the Fon-
tana Unified School District and an el-
der in the church at the time of the ser-
mon.

Since the school board was made
aware of the sermon earlier this month,
Creswell has issued an apology stating
he is “not a hater, a homophobe, or a
person with a hidden agenda.” 

School board trustee Mary Haffner
told The Star last week that Creswell
should resign. She said at Tuesday’s
gathering that the past few weeks have
been the most difficult she’s faced in her
tenure on the board and said the com-
munity is “deeply divided” because of
his words. 

“We would never have hired him if we
had known this,” Haffner said. At a spe-
cial meeting earlier this month, the
board no decision about the superinten-
dent’s future.

In the sermon, Creswell said he was
flipping through a yearbook when on
the superlative page under “Best Cou-
ple” he saw a gay couple embracing. He
said, “Oh, boy. Here we go. Here’s our
world.”

Under “Most Changed” was a trans-
gender woman who was pictured in
makeup and a dress, holding a photo of

the male she was born as. 
“This is the definition of most

changed? This is the definition?” he
said, according to the audio, which has
since been removed from the church’s
website at Creswell’s request. “There’s a
growing sector of our culture, of our so-
ciety, that says that’s good and that’s
normal, and not only do they embrace it,
we’re now celebrating it.” 

Steve Bailey, a former Ventura Uni-
fied administrator, said during the panel
portion Tuesday that he found Cres-
well’s sermon to be offensive. 

“I was upset, but most of all I felt be-
trayed, betrayed by the superinten-
dent,” Bailey said, adding that there had
been a large culture shift when he was at
the district to promote inclusivity
among all people. “One four-minute
section of that sermon took the school
district back 20 years.” 

Parents, students, teachers and
members of the LGBTQ community also
spoke during the two-hour meeting.
The thoughts were recorded and will be
shared with the school board at an up-
coming meeting. 

Former superintendent speaks out

Arriaga, longtime superintendent of
Ventura Unified, spoke, in her own
words, as “Grandma Trudy” and not as a
former superintendent. 

“I was alarmed, I was shocked, I was
saddened, I was mad to hear the com-
ments of our current superintendent,”
Arriaga said. “The words are divisive,

and it is very clear that we have become
a divided community right now, all you
have to do is go on Facebook and see the
division of comments that are attribut-
ed to one person’s words. How much it
matters in terms of what one person can
say.” 

She said she believes Creswell’s com-
ments were “reckless” and “reprehensi-
ble” and are of the same rhetoric that
children are hearing on a national level. 

“Let that not be what our children
hear on a local level,” Arriaga said. “Not
in this school district, not in this com-
munity.” 

She said a superintendent is held to
the highest of standards at all times —
not just during business hours. She
cited Maya Angelou’s words, “When
people show you who they are, believe
them.” 

“And so I believe, I believe the first
time,” Arriaga said. “I don’t believe after
people get caught. I believe the first
time. If that is indeed the case, I respect-
fully request that this not be what the
leader of the Ventura Unified School
District is able to have in his or her
heart.” 

She said she is a forgiving person,
who forgives those who make mistakes.

“But in this case, I encourage our su-
perintendent to carry on in his journey
of understanding and seeing the mar-
ginalization of communities, but not on
the backs of our children,” Arriaga said.
“Not on our time, not on our dime.” 

The sentiments Arriaga expressed

were echoed by many in attendance
Tuesday, including two students from
Ventura High School. 

But others disagreed. Doug Halter, a
longtime advocate on LGBTQ issues in
Ventura, said he had met with Creswell
and after that meeting, he had a change
of heart and felt the superintendent
should be allowed to remain in his cur-
rent role. 

“I believe that people can change,”
Halter said. “Instead of forcing him out,
make him an ally.” 

A chance to change and grow 

The Ventura Unified Education Asso-
ciation committee for LGBTQ rights ap-
proved a resolution on Nov. 23 that
states, in part, “Creswell’s comments
were inexcusable, but he deserves a
chance to change and grow.” 

“There are some VUEA members who
feel this is the wrong direction for VUEA
to take,” the resolution letter states.
“There are community members who
feel the same. We are hoping our fledg-
ling faith in Creswell and the board is
well placed. The future of every student
depends on it.” 

The resolution letter states that some
union members feel the “damage has
been done” and Creswell needs to re-
sign. 

Others respect Creswell for his lead-
ership during the Thomas Fire and for
his work with racial and social justice
and ethnic studies in the district. 
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Andrew Biezins 90, of Newbury Park, Retail 
Manager, died 11/24/2018. Arrangements by 
Conejo Mountain Funeral Home, Memorial 
Park & Crematory

Bonnie Minear 66, of Santa Barbara, Quality 
Assurance Technician 2, died 11/15/2018. Ar­
rangements by Charles Carroll Funeral Home, 
Ventura

Daniel Valdez Gagua, 42, of Camarillo, died 
11/24/2018. Arrangements by Griffin Family 
Funeral Chapels, Camarillo (805) 482-1166.

John Warner Kerr, 94, of Ventura, died 
11/19/2018. Arrangements by Ivy Lawn Memo­
rial Park & Funeral Home (805) 642-1055.


